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[Letter One: ] 
[Abstract:] Enquiring for a founder of 1869. 


United States Assay Office, 
Charlotte, N.C., 
September 7, 1885 


Hon. Danl. M. Fox 
Superintendent of Mint 
Philadelphia Pa. 


Sir 


I am writing to the Hon. Director of the Mint, today for information respecting the name 
of the Manufacturer of the small Assay furnace, in use here and to facilitate business, I enclose 
copy of my letter to him, and request your assistance in finding my man. It is no doubt a Phila. 
job. 


The record of your office will disclose the name of the founder you patronized at the date 
mentioned, and they may go so far as to show the purchase of a cast iron furnace for this Branch 
Mint. 


Yours Very Respectfully, 
Calvin J. Cowles 
Assayer in Chg. 
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[Letter Two:] 

The Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa. 
Assay Department, 

__, 188_. 


Would like a little more definite information. We know of no cast iron assay furnace 
having gone from Phila. The furnaces we send are clay furnaces with their sheet iron jackets. 


It this it probable is possible we sent a cast iron melting furnace. 


Would like measurements given, and style of furnace &c. — parts required. 
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[Letter Three: ] 
Copy 


United States Assay Office, 
Charlotte, N.C., 
September 7, 1885 


Hon. Jas. P. Kimball 
Director Mint 
Washington, D.C. 


Sir 


The small cast iron Assay Furnace purchased through the Supt. of the Mint Phila. early in 
1869 has burned out and broken so as to require repairs and I propose to buy parts if I can find 
them and refit it but as the purchase was made at head quarters and no invoices filed here I have 
no means of knowing the name of the manufacturers and I can not correspond with him on the 
subject. Under these circumstance I would respectfully ask you to have the old invoice looked up 
and give me the necessary information. 


Cowles 
Assayer &c. 


Copy 


